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Gift Love – An innovative online platform that reforms gift-giving to benefit the community
As the saying goes, “it is not the gift, but the thought that counts”. Picking a thoughtful gift that can please the recipient while perfectly delivering the giver’s message is no easy task. In reality, many gifts end up in the back of a closet after celebration is over. This prompts us to reflect on the real meaning of gifts. With online shopping becoming the global trend, the newly established online platform, Gift Love, offers a refreshing alternative to all gift-givers. It lets you gift someone in need on behalf of a friend and share the blessings with more people.
Francesca Sin, founder of Gift Love, has years of experience in teaching “Experiential Learning – Social Innovation Global Citizenship” at the Faculty of Social Sciences in the University of Hong Kong, during which time she met many social enterprises and charities that are engaged in meaningful work to improve the community, but struggle to survive due to the lack of resources. This inspired her to start the Gift Love platform as she shared, “It is saddening to see lots of waste being created through gift-giving as they serve only to fulfil the occasion. Gift Love aims to reform the practice of gift-giving, thereby achieve a fair distribution of social resources as well as sustain the good work of community organisations.”

Gift Love has gathered different community organisations with each one handpicked by the founder to ensure diversified and unique gift choices. These gifts not only spark joy for the recipients, but they also help support the below worthy causes, including but will not be limited to: 
(1) Fair Trade: enjoy quality products while respecting and sustaining the work of small businesses; 
(2) Upcycling: conserve precious resources on earth by giving waste a new life; 
(3) Special Needs Children: provide equal learning opportunities to special needs children; 
(4) Cultural and Heritage Preservation: support the preservation of individual culture and heritage in the globalised world; 
(5) Women Empowerment: support women’s financial independence by providing them with job opportunities; 
(6) Physical and Mental Disabilities: encourage people with physical and mental disabilities to show their strengths and shine their light. 
Gift-giving is made simple with the Gift Love website. After selecting a gift of your choice, you can complete the transaction by instant online payment or bank transfers. Gift Love offers 3 ways of sending gifts to suit your specific needs: 

(1) Gift Something Real: buy unique gifts to your friends and family, while the money goes to support a worthy cause. Bolaven Coffee Beans, for example, is a fair trade product that supports smallholder coffee growers to improve quality with earth-friendly processes.
(2) Gift Someone Far: make donations or pay for a gift that is delivered to people in need on behalf of your friends and family. For instance, you can support Make-A-Wish Hong Kong in organising a celebration party for wish children with life-threatening medical conditions.
(3) Gift Some Experience: buy a special class/activity voucher for your friends to redeem, such as creative workshops organised by the social enterprise ATB Auto Art, which teach participants to turn disposed car parts into unique and useable items.
About Gift Love

Established in 2016, the online gift-giving platform Gift Love aspires to re-educate the public on the concept of gift-giving; promote socially responsible gifts which support a worthy cause; reduce unnecessary waste caused by over consumption of gifts; as well as empower existing NGOs and Social Enterprises and raise awareness of current social needs. Witnessing a lot of unnecessary waste are being created through gift-giving, the founder Francesca Sin hopes Gift Love can be the middle person who can help redistribute resources and redirect the money spent on buying gifts into meaningful projects. Gift Love cooperates with different community organisations to promote socially responsible gifts. All gifts are handpicked by the founder which are connected to good causes including but will not be limited to: fair trade, heritage preservation, physical and mental disabilities, special needs children, upcycling and women empowerment. Website: gift-love.org; Facebook: www.facebook.com/giftloveorg

For enquiries, please contact Miss Heidi Lam at +852 3583 3310.
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