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    15th August 2016

Character Day Hong Kong to be inaugurated on 22nd September calls upon public support on character education 
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“WHEN WEALTH IS LOST, 
NOTHING IS LOST. 

WHEN HEALTH IS LOST, 
SOMETHING IS LOST. 
WHEN CHARACTER IS LOST, 
ALL IS LOST.”
· Billy Graham
It is with much delight that Character Day Association Hong Kong, formed by educators and individuals who cherish the importance of character education, and supported by organizations that share the same goal, including JEMS Education Foundation, Hong Kong Character City, Seedland Educational Charitable Foundation Ltd, HOPE worldwide and Wofoo Social Enterprises Ltd., to announce the first Character Day Hong Kong to be held on 22nd September 2016, with the aim of promoting character education in Hong Kong and hence arousing the awareness of fostering good character in the city.

Character Day was initiated by Let It Ripple in America in 2014. The organization produced a short film The Science of Character, which was broadcasted in more than 1,000 places around the world, including the US Department of State. Afterwards, Let It Ripple has been sharing topics for public discussion, as well as organizing character education courses and social media events. Within two years, Character Day has received responses from more than 40 countries and over 6,000 organizations. The theme of this year’s Character Day Hong Kong is “Gratitude”, reminding everyone to have a thankful heart in our daily lives. The organizer is honoured to have invited the following ambassadors: Prof. Frederick Ma Si-hang, GBS, JP, Non-executive Chairman of MTR, Prof. Joseph Sung, SBS, JP, Vice Chancellor of The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Ms Florence Hui, SBS, JP, Under Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr. David Yeung, Co-founder of Green Monday, Principal Lilian Lui, whose real-life story inspired the film Little Big Master, and renowned actor Mr. Alex Fong and actress Ms Karena Lam to share their insights into character building in a series of promotional videos.
Mrs. Christine Ma-Lau, steering member of Character Day Association Hong Kong, and Founder and Principal of JEMS Learning House, states, “Character is the foundation of life. It is the key to personal development, identity, and the door to success. May I call upon your support to Character Day Hong Kong and let character education bloom in Hong Kong.”

Mrs. Josephine Yip-Ling, another steering member of Character Day Association Hong Kong and Executive Secretary of Hong Kong Character City, states, “Since it was established in 2006, Hong Kong Character City has been working with families, schools, enterprises and the community to organize talks, workshops and various public activities, with the aim of making Hong Kong a city that values good character. I am glad to be one of the steering members of Character Day Association Hong Kong. I hope that with the help of the public, we can start off with changing the social atmosphere, and hence build Hong Kong as a character city.”

Ms Helena Hui, also a steering member of Character Day Association Hong Kong, and Founder of Seedland Educational Charitable Foundation Ltd, shares, “While material achievements in terms of money, awards and status are highly acknowledged in Hong Kong, educators and parents should never neglect the significance of fostering good character. A healthy, prosperous and sustainable society is not built on knowledge alone but a wide range of positive attributes. It is vital to inspire our children and youngsters with the right values so that they can keep their stances in face of challenges and temptations, and make good use of their talents on meaningful goals.” 

Character Day Association Hong Kong invites all schools in Hong Kong to join the global movement and be a pioneer Character Day School. All they need to do is to take four simple steps between 22nd September and 22nd October 2016 as follows: 

1. Put up Character Day posters at school

2. Watch a short film about Character as a school body

3. Choose one “gratitude activity” to implement (e.g. gratitude letters, gratitude mural, gratitude reflection)

4. Submit a report including 8 to 10 photos of the activities to Character Day Association Hong Kong
To sign up, please go to www.characterday.hk and fill in the registration form. A Character Kit that contains all the necessary materials, including videos, posters, handbooks and CD with useful files will be mailed to participating schools in late August. For the general public, please stay tuned to the association’s updates on social media, and together spread the culture of good character to the whole city.

[image: image8.jpg]Character Day
Hong Kong

ng4 goil saai3

AN

LONVSRRTTARR ARTEARER [
ARIEE] REBOREE - AELOTHL
(58] —BRBE - RRAFRENFAROBLL
FER  BRED - EROWRRRES LSS
FABEA - DEROF—X +

ARBESN [HASHA) B - KRR 0722 BE
1012 IR

OTRmAEMBHESN
©24115% B —BBHEHHL

OERMEBARBERA—A [SRED) Ga: R
RERG - S B DEORE - HHRANE)

OERMERE ORABEN

(Craactr Day Hoog Kong ains o prome o senghenng of 9000
hracio by g o0, s, ard kil 0 Cobcl0 o
oy vith sk acivies Th Do i yea s Grakuc” Vo koam obe
{harkuls0ttwo ok Fiogs g, bl apgvecile ibeauyn
{De et of e, ho pecp 1000 us a0 e cys 1 oy

oo o gobal mavemet 2  horacer Doy Schod g Kong,
logsolaka oo siopsbanwosn 221 St and 220 O
@ Wotch a short i about Characte 3 2 schoot by

©Choose one “grattude actiy” o mplement (0. ratude ters,
rttudomua grattudorolecion)

O bt 810 phoos of your actvies o harace Dsy Assocation

www.characterday.hk





About Character Day Association Hong Kong
Established in 2016, Character Day Association Hong Kong aims to promote Hong Kong as a city that emphasizes the celebration and development of character. The association has received numerous support from organizations that share the same goal, including JEMS Education Foundation, Hong Kong Character City, Seedland Educational Charitable Foundation Ltd, HOPE worldwide and Wofoo Social Enterprises Ltd, and from individuals who have a heart for character education to widely advocate the importance of good character. The first Character Day Hong Kong will be held on 22nd September 2016, and is now open to participation of all schools, organizations and individuals.
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