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EDiversity “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015:
Founder of HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity
Ada Wong shares her philosophy of child-oriented education
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Centring its curriculum on art, design and culture, HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity (HKSC) is often regarded as a pioneer in local creative education. With its rising number of applications in recent years, the school has witnessed the growing demand for alternative education in Hong Kong for the past ten years since it was established. Such spirit of imagining education beyond the mainstream system is exactly what EDiversity promotes. “There aren’t too many people who recognise the rationale of HKSC, and it isn’t easy to meet those who share your visions and work toward your goals together,” says Ms Ada Wong, Founder of HKSC. That explains why she has supported the Education Conference of EDiversity for two years in a row. This year she is going to join the second day of the conference on 28 June 2015, where she will give a talk on the topic “Creative education – Why & How?”.
It is Ada’s belief that every child is a unique individual, whose talents can be unleashed and developed as long as apt training is provided. “In this ever-changing technological age, we can easily picture the day when certain operational jobs are replaced by artificial intelligence. ‘Innovation’, however, is something that computers have never been able to achieve, and thus it is the most valuable asset of all. In addition to innovation, HKSC also hopes to equip students as shrewd, analytical youngsters who can cope with the changes around them positively.” Despite the indispensable role of creative education in the 21st century, its significance is hardly reflected in local education. Mr. Wilson Tse, Acting Principal of HKSC states, “While more parents are showing their support as well as their trust on schools in recent years, we also realise the numerous constraints in local educational system. This shows a big contrast to other regions in Asia. For example, the School of the Arts Singapore and Haja Centre in South Korea are both art schools with massive support from local governments. I sincerely hope that one day we can also establish similar institutions here in Hong Kong.”
Art is very often associated with creativity, as explained by Wilson, “Creativity is a sort of thinking skill, whereas art is a way of expression.” Ada adds, “Studying in HKSC doesn’t mean that students must engage in art or design industry. To acquire creativity is actually to acquire a mode of thinking. Once they have mastered this skill, they will certainly excel in whatever career they are devoted to.” The theme of this year’s conference is “We Need a Break”, so how do Ada and Wilson define a genuine holiday? Wilson replies first, “The city of Hong Kong is full of restrictions, with fences everywhere and ‘Keep off the grass’ signs in parks. All of these somehow confine our way of living, though we might not notice it. To enjoy a genuine holiday, we don’t have to travel abroad. Try taking a break from your ordinary life and find a space where you can truly take a rest, such as taking a stroll on a lawn, lying down and relaxing as you like. Something simple as that can already offer a grasp of the great joy of holidays.”
Ada also responds, “Some might misunderstand that going on holidays means that learning must be suspended. In contrast, children can have precious ‘experiential learning’ during a special holiday, say, they might go sailing with their family, step out of classroom and put down textbooks, yet acquire various knowledge ranging from astronomy to geography. Apart from that, I think holiday can also be a state of mind. If children enjoy the learning experience, even normal schooldays can feel like a holiday since they are happy to learn.” On 28 June, Ada is going to share some suggestions on effective ways to motivate children’s learning, as well as improving their problem-solving skills. Finally she reminds parents there is no right or wrong in creativity. If parents can communicate with their kids with an open attitude, and adopt a child-oriented perspective, they will naturally find the education method that suits them best.
In support of the conference, EDiversity has launched “We Need a Break” Facebook Video Campaign. Celebrities including former news anchor Lavender Cheung, renowned artistes Nancy Sit, Wong Cho Lam, Corinna Chamberlain, scriptwriter Lam Chiu Wing and singer-songwriter Peco Chui, and Green Power founder Dr. Simon Chau, have already joined and shared their ideas about what makes a real holiday. To watch the videos, please visit EDiversity’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/EDiversity.
About EDiversity

EDiversity is a charity organization founded by a group of parents in 2014. It aims to gather the collective effort to encourage parents, educators as well as the public to reexamine the current education system, to allow deviant education modes that suit children’s need, and to achieve the ideal of educational diversity. Members of EDiversity come from a variety of backgrounds, including education, information technology, media, business and legal services. They are concerned that local education has taken a wrong direction by over-emphasizing examination results and intellectual performance but neglecting the physical and mental developments of individual students. Via conferences and sharing sections, the organization hopes to promote education concepts that are widely accepted worldwide but misunderstood in Hong Kong; by understanding the current and future needs of children and youngsters, it also strives to offer wiser and more flexible choices in education.

About EDiveristy “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015

From 27 to 28 June 2015, “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015 will be held for two consecutive days by EDiversity, together with co-organizers including the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hapi Reading Club, HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity and La Violet Education. The event will investigate the actual effectiveness of assignments and assessments, and explore how children can learn more and better on an assignment-free holiday. It will also invite parents, teachers and principals who have adopted extraordinary approaches within mainstream institutions, as well as practitioners of creative education to testify the educational and social benefits resulted from taking real breaks. The first day of the conference will take place at CUHK, featuring talks on cases of unique educational attempts, whereas the second day will be comprised of a series of interactive activities at HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity, introducing the latest development of local creative education and bringing an innovative education experience to participants. For details and ticketing, please visit: www.ediversity.org/tc/conference.
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