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EDiversity “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015

Featuring over 30 speakers and 30 workshops for parents and educators

Rethink – there are other ways to educate!

Today, many students are burdened with massive amount of assignments and various learning requirements. Holidays have been seriously encroached into as a result. What should true holidays be like and why do we need that? On June 27 and 28, educators and parents will assemble at EDiversity’s second education conference to examine the issue. With the theme “We Need a Break: Drill less, Learn more”, the conference aims to encourage parents and schools to reduce cramming practices and make time for family and creative education. The conference will investigate the actual effectiveness of assignments and assessments, and explore how children can learn more and better on an assignment-free holiday. Parents, teachers and principals who have adopted extraordinary approaches within mainstream institutions, and practitioners of creative education will be invited to share their experience and insights. The programme is as follows:
	
	Speaker / Organisation
	Topic of the talk / workshop

	Day1
	Prof. Chiu Wing Kai, Stephen
Professor of the Department of Sociology, the Chinese University of Hong Kong; Associate Director of the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
	Opening address: Why “We Need a Break”?
Why is it essential to cut down assignments and assessments, and to provide children, parents and teachers with a genuine holiday?

	
	Mr. Kenny Or
Founder of Little Green Feet (Hapi Reading Club)
	Picture books + happy families = endless possibilities
How does a father manage to connect family, school and community using picture books? And how does it contribute to the betterment of society? What can schools do to “drill less, learn more”?

	
	Dr. Tsui Chun Cheung

Principal of Tai Po Old Market Public School (Plover Cove)
	

	
	Mr. Marco Wong
Founder of Teens Angel Family Centre and Life Inspire, who has once cycled around Taiwan with his three-year-old daughter
	Holidays of Self-realisation
A real-life story of a boy with learning disability and how he transformed in ten years, by planning his backpacking holiday to wander abroad, overcoming his disability and eventually enrolling in a German engineering institute.

	
	Ms. Wai Wai Ying
Education Consultant of Greenfield Educational Fund Ltd.
	Stories are better than textbooks
Why do some local schools use story books to replace textbooks in English teaching? How do they carry it out? And how is the result?

	
	Harry Wong (Aka “Harry Goh Goh”)
CEO, Kido Town
	Magic education
Magic is more than a trick – let’s look into the holistic education behind magic!

	
	Mr. Manuel Somonte
Songhi (Finland)
	Gamification of education

	
	Prof. Tse Shek Kam
Director of the Centre for the Advancement of Chinese Language Education and Research, Faculty of Education, University of Hong Kong
	Let there be interludes in life

What is the purpose of assignments, assessments and drilling practices? Is it really the more you drill, the better?

	
	Dr. Cheng Pui Wah, Doris
Director of the Centre for Childhood Research and Innovation; Associate Professor of the Hong Kong Institute of Education
	

	Day2
	Ms. Ada Wong

Founder of MaD and HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity
	Creative Education: Why & How?

	
	Reading in Nature @ Little Green Feet
	Return to nature: the implementation of natural education in Hong Kong

	
	Farmer and Food @ Little Green Feet
	Eat, drink, play and learn in the fields: the family education of food and agriculture

	
	Kids Expedition @ Little Green Feet
	Explore, discover, and imagine: the family co-learning journey in the community

	
	Kids Fun Co-op @ Little Green Feet
	Playing with 3,000 wooden blocks

	
	Scientist Sue Choy @ Amusing Science
	Science is Fun: A Tubeful of Colours / Science is Fun: Seeing is Believing

	
	Lyricist Mr. Wong Chung Kit @ La Violet Education
	You can be a lyricist too

	
	Ms. Joyce Choi (Choi EE) @ Bring Me a Book
	Storytelling & Selecting the Best Chinese Books to Read with Kids


EDiversity “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015

Date: 27 and 28 June, 2015

Venues: Cheng Yu Tung Building, the Chinese University of Hong Kong (27 June); HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity (28 June)

	Ticket
	Day1 (HK$)
	Day2 (HK$)
	Two-day pass (HK$)

	Adult
	250
	300
	450

	Aged 8-18
	160
	220
	300

	Aged below 8 (the 1st one)
	/
	0
	/

	Aged below 8 (the 2nd one)
	/
	110
	/


Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQXiadNSbIc
Details: http://www.ediversity.org/tc/conference/2015-jun
Ticketing: https://ediversity.doorkeeper.jp/events/22877
In support of the conference, EDiversity has launched “We Need a Break” Facebook Video Campaign. Celebrities including former news anchor Lavender Cheung, renowned artistes Nancy Sit, Wong Cho Lam, Corinna Chamberlain, scriptwriter Lam Chiu Wing and singer-songwriter Peco Chui, as well as Dr Simon Chau, founder of Green Power, have already joined and shared their ideas about what makes a real break. To watch the videos, please visit EDiversity’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/EDiversity.

About EDiversity

EDiversity is a charity organisation founded by a group of parents in 2014. It aims to gather the collective effort to encourage parents, educators as well as the public to reexamine the current education system, to allow deviant education modes that suit children’s need, and to achieve the ideal of educational diversity. Members of EDiversity come from a variety of backgrounds, including education, information technology, media, business and legal services. They are concerned that local education has taken a wrong direction by over-emphasising examination results and intellectual performance but neglecting the physical and mental developments of individual students. Via conferences and sharing sections, the organisation hopes to promote education concepts that are widely accepted worldwide but misunderstood in Hong Kong; by understanding the current and future needs of children and youngsters, it also strives to offer wiser and more flexible choices in education.

About EDiveristy “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015

From 27 to 28 June 2015, “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015 will be held for two consecutive days by EDiversity, together with co-organisers including the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hapi Reading Club, HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity and La Violet Education Consultants Ltd.. The event will investigate the actual effectiveness of assignments and assessments, and explore how children can learn more and better on an assignment-free holiday. It will also invite parents, teachers and principals who have adopted extraordinary approaches within mainstream institutions, as well as practitioners of creative education to testify the educational and social benefits resulted from taking real breaks. The first day of the conference will take place at CUHK, featuring talks on cases of unique educational attempts, whereas the second day will be comprised of a series of interactive activities at HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity, introducing the latest development of local creative education and bringing an innovative education experience to participants. For details and ticketing, please visit: www.ediversity.org/tc/conference.
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