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EDiversity “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015

“Education begins with stories,” shared by guest speaker Rebecca Wai, Education Consultant of Greenfield Educational Fund
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Having served as the Programme Secretary (Libraries) of The Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs Association, the Managing Director and Editor-in-chief of Sun Ya Publications, and the Director of Bilingual Publishing of Longman Group (Far East), Rebecca Wai Wai-Ying points out the current problem of education is that the Education Bureau and many local schools have put the cart before the horse. Children without a solid foundation are asked for high performances as reflected by dictation and public assessment. “In order to prepare for the TSA exams in Primary Three and Six, and the Pre-Secondary One Attainment Test, the primary schools would arrange a massive amount of drilling exercises for students as early as the second term of Primary One, which would go on until they have taken the Attainment Test in the summer of Primary Six. As a result, many students feel fed up with reading and hate learning.” On 27 June 2015, the first day of EDiversity Education Conference, she is going to give a talk on the topic “Less is More – Learning and Teaching English can be Fun”.

Rebecca’s years of experience in publishing children’s books have granted her an acute understanding of the nature of literacy. “Kids nowadays are surrounded by plenty of entertaining temptations, so the key to nurture an interest in reading is to let them experience the fun and sense of accomplishment brought by leisure reading.” It is with such belief and enthusiasm Rebecca have founded Greenfield Educational Centre and advocated the story-based whole language reading method. Instead of the conventional “decoding” approach to learn new words in order to read, Rebecca follows Professor K. Goodman’s idea of “Reading as a psycholinguistic guessing game”. She suggests, “We encourage children to guess the meaning of new words, structures and plot based on pictures or contextual clues. They don’t have to recognise every single word in order to understand the story. Not only can guessing enhance children’s curiosity and imagination, but also help establish their interest and confidence in reading. In fact if we start with stories children feel comfortable and interested in the lower primary, once they enjoy the fun of reading and have the confidence in learning, they can move on with a much faster pace in the middle and upper primary.” 
Speaking of the status quo of local education, Rebecca thinks that although children have to struggle with assessments, drilling and assignments days and nights, while teachers suffer from fatigue to finish the syllabus at the end of each school term, local primary English education is still far from being effective. Seeing this, Rebecca introduced authentic stories and text from New Zealand and England in teaching local children English. A subsidised primary school had practiced this approach for six years. The result is encouraging. 

“Students build up vocabulary and comprehension skills as they move along with reading authentic English reading materials in six years. Besides the magic of stories, one key element that makes the ‘experiment’ a success is that dictation goes hand in hand with the teaching of phonics and grammar. Teachers bear in mind that English is a phonic language, and homework is designed accordingly. Instead of the traditional copying and drilling exercises, students are asked to listen to CDs, then read aloud at home every day, and hand in audio recordings as homework. Another crucial key of success is the teaching materials and classroom activities are designed in such a way the teachers find them user-friendly. The students enjoyed the fun in learning English. They are not scared of dictation and had confidence in learning English. After six years of primary English learning, students were well prepared to move on to secondary school education. To sum up, a story-based education, supplemented by diverse activities, can serve as a better solution for making primary English education more effective.”

Rebecca’s example proves that successful education should not be equated with heavy workloads and tutorial classes. On 27 June, Rebecca and her students are going to share their experience at EDiversity’s “We Need a Break” Education Conference, where they will discuss with participants an alternative path amid the framework of traditional education, so that children can enjoy the kind of English education that truly serves the purpose.

In support of the conference, EDiversity has launched “We Need a Break” Facebook Video Campaign. Celebrities including former news anchor Lavender Cheung, renowned artistes Nancy Sit, Wong Cho Lam, Corinna Chamberlain, scriptwriter Lam Chiu Wing and singer-songwriter Peco Chui, as well as Dr Simon Chau, founder of Green Power, have already joined and shared their ideas about what makes a real break. To watch the videos, please visit EDiversity’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/EDiversity.
About EDiversity

EDiversity is a charity organisation founded by a group of parents in 2014. It aims to gather the collective effort to encourage parents, educators as well as the public to reexamine the current education system, to allow deviant education modes that suit children’s need, and to achieve the ideal of educational diversity. Members of EDiversity come from a variety of backgrounds, including education, information technology, media, business and legal services. They are concerned that local education has taken a wrong direction by over-emphasising examination results and intellectual performance but neglecting the physical and mental developments of individual students. Via conferences and sharing sections, the organisation hopes to promote education concepts that are widely accepted worldwide but misunderstood in Hong Kong; by understanding the current and future needs of children and youngsters, it also strives to offer wiser and more flexible choices in education.

About EDiveristy “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015

From 27 to 28 June 2015, “We Need a Break” Education Conference 2015 will be held for two consecutive days by EDiversity, together with co-organisers including the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hapi Reading Club, HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity and La Violet Education Consultants Ltd.. The event will investigate the actual effectiveness of assignments and assessments, and explore how children can learn more and better on an assignment-free holiday. It will also invite parents, teachers and principals who have adopted extraordinary approaches within mainstream institutions, as well as practitioners of creative education to testify the educational and social benefits resulted from taking real breaks. The first day of the conference will take place at CUHK, featuring talks on cases of unique educational attempts, whereas the second day will be comprised of a series of interactive activities at HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity, introducing the latest development of local creative education and bringing an innovative education experience to participants. For details and ticketing, please visit: www.ediversity.org/tc/conference.
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