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A new world trend – “Learn to think by learning to code!”
First Code Academy’s computer programming courses train children as young as 8 years old to write their own apps
The founder and CEO of Apple, Steve Jobs, once said, “Everybody in this country should learn to program a computer… because it teaches you how to think.” More and more western countries have begun to include mandatory computer programming classes in elementary school. While smart phones and tablets have become our daily necessities, their complementary mobile applications (apps) have also become popular. There’s no doubt that most of us are familiar with using apps but have you ever thought of writing one? Miss Michelle Sun, founder of First Code Academy, points out that even an 8-year-old child is able to pick up the skills of coding and create his/her own apps in a short period of time. The computer code is likely to become the second language of future generations!
Today, the use of apps has been integrated into our daily lives. By encouraging children to design their own apps to solve the challenges they confront and to bring convenience to life, students not only build their skills and logical mind, but also engage them in critical thinking. Miss Michelle Sun shares, “A student once came up with a ‘fashion mix-and-match app’, in which users can take photos of their clothes and get an easy glance of various possible outfits every day. It is both practical and creative, and works as a good tool for fashion lovers.”
Born and raised in Hong Kong, Michelle went to the United States for university and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the University of Chicago. After working in the financial industry covering technology stocks, Michelle pursued her passion in technology and went back to school to study computer programming in Silicon Valley. By establishing First Code Academy, she has launched a variety of programming courses in collaboration with Canadian International School of Hong Kong, Chinese International School and American International School, training over 150 students on app design. Michelle points out that the courses offer children a chance to work with technology and unleash their creativity. “It is a global trend for our younger generation to learn to write apps. A lot of schools in the western world have already incorporated it into their core curricula and computer language is possibly the second language of our future generation. It gives them competitive advantage regardless of which career path they choose, and helps them build confidence, creativity and persistence. Children will realize that they can bring real changes to the world even if they are young. After all, the greatest thing about technology is to improve human lives. Now the kids can do it, too!”
While computer coding may sound complicated for most parents, it is usually rather easy for the children to pick up. “Computer programming is actually not as difficult as people might think. As long as we understand the principles behind it, every child can write and design his/her own apps. Not only can technology improve communication among people and provide amazing entertainment, it paves a way for children to express themselves and develop a creative mind.” Honouring its students’ creativity, First Code Academy would select the best work to upload on iTunes or Google Play for the public to download. In addition to enriching and entertaining oneself, writing apps is a hobby that can benefit the public.
About First Code Academy
Founded in 2013, First Code Academy aims to provide English-based computer programming courses to children above 8 years of age. Classes for children aged 8 to 11 are called “App Explorer”, in which children will be invited to experience their first trials in app writing. “App Creator” is designed for children aged 12 to 15 and targets to teach them programming-related knowledge in a more in-depth manner and enhance their problem-solving capabilities. For children older than 15 years of age, they should be able to establish their ideas through technology and create a variety of apps in “App Entrepreneur”. This course will guide students to adapt further to the market’s needs and design apps that can suit different clients.
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