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Girl app inventors get prepared for First Code Academy’s “AppJamming Summit 2015 – App Design Competition” to earn a chance to showcase their creation in the USA
“Expression is about imagining something abstract and complex, and being able to make it a reality. For me, it was coding that let me get there”, said Euan, one of the star students from First Code Academy, an established education centre which provides computer coding courses to children. His love of technology has led him to the discovery of an unconventional means of expression － coding, in which he can mix different elements of arts to create highly interactive works. To encourage more children like Euan to develop their talents in technology, First Code Academy has launched the “AppJamming Summit 2015 – App Design Competition”, offering them a chance to join the MIT App Inventor Summit in the coming July in Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the USA, where they can exchange ideas with the world’s top experts. Up to now, the competition has received an overwhelming response from different regions including Hong Kong, Singapore and India, making it a remarkable international event. 

Traditionally, girls are believed to have less of a “technological mind” than boys and hence programming is usually perceived as male-dominated. Michelle Sun, the founder of First Code Academy as well as the member of the Technology Advisory Council of the Women's Foundation, is determined to overturn this stereotype and believes that girls can carve out a niche in the programming industry. “The US President Barack Obama once said: ‘Don't just play on your phone, program it!’ Coding is definitely the new, essential skill for children nowadays. Yet, it is no longer the specialty of ‘nerds’. By combining technology and feminine vision, girls are also capable of producing impressive works which can benefit the society. It also gives our future generation competitive assets regardless of their gender or the career path they choose.” 

Early this month, First Code Academy ran the "Girls Can Code" apps writing workshops in Hong Kong and Singapore. Specifically designed for girls aged 9 to 13, the workshops encouraged them to go beyond using existing apps and design their own ones.  Under the guidance of instructors, the fresh programmers built their unique apps step by step and they were so inspired by each other’s creativity. They shared that it was both challenging and fun to write apps, as the whole process was similar to building wooden blocks. It is exciting to see the young designers making their very first apps within just one day and getting ready to submit their works to the competition. Apparently, these girls are going to offer creations as promising as the boys’.
For those who wish to join the “AppJamming Summit 2015 – App Design Competition”, please fill out the online application form and upload your app together with a description to the website (www.appjammingsummit.org). Each applicant has to design an app for solving problems or a game app using the MIT App Inventor 2. The age restriction is from 8 to 16 and nomination from the app instructor or teacher is required (please refer to the poster for details). The deadline is 28th March, so don’t miss this rare opportunity!
About First Code Academy
Founded in 2013, First Code Academy aims to provide English-based computer programming courses to children above 6 years of age. Classes for children aged 6 to 8 are called “First Code Tinker”, for students to learn programming concepts through educational iPad apps and unplugged activities.  Classes for children aged 8 to 11 are called “First Code Explorer”, in which children will be invited to experience first-hand app development. “First Code Creator” is designed for children aged 12-15, and targets to teach them computer science concepts in-depth and enhance their problem-solving capabilities.  For children older than 15 years of age, they should be able to establish their ideas through technology and create a variety of apps in “App Entrepreneur”. This course will guide students to adapt further to the market’s needs and design apps that can suit different clients.
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