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JEMS Learning House 

Summer Music Programmes by three-fingered pianist Dr. Connie Wong

Character Education x Classical Music
Renowned as the expert of Character Education for children up to the age of 12, JEMS Learning House launches new programmes this summer in partnership with Dr. Connie Wong, renowned pianist and music educator. Based on the U.S. Character Classics curriculum, the values-based music programmes teach children important values such as honesty and perseverance through matching meaningful lyrics to classical music. 
The Summer Music Programmes will be jointly conducted by Ms Christine Ma, Founder and Principal of JEMS Learning House, and Dr. Connie Wong, who will lead children from 4 to 8 to explore and learn to appreciate classical music, learn about composers and their work, as well as essential life values. Despite her congenital deficiency, Dr. Wong graduated at the Chinese University of Hong Kong in music. Then she earned her M.A. and Ph.D in ethnomusicology from the University of California, Los Angeles. She is currently teaching world music seminars and courses in various tertiary institutions. Dr. Wong is also a winner of the Top Ten Outstanding Young Persons of Hong Kong in 2010.
The Summer Music Programmes feature two 3-day programmes. Through the M1: Honesty programme for children aged 4 to 5, students will learn about Johann Strauss Jr. and his famous Blue Danube Waltz. Set to this musical number is “Tell the Truth”, a song about the importance of being honest. In the M2: Perseverance programme for children aged 6 to 8, Dr. Wong will share her personal experiences about the importance of perseverance and inspire students to apply perseverance in everyday life. The students will learn about Johannes Brahms and Robert Schumann and their exemplary work. Set to the musical pieces by these composers are songs about perseverance.
Ms Christine Ma, Principal of JEMS Learning House says, “The new values-based music curriculum is our first programme combining character education and classical music. Based on the Character Classics curriculum from the U.S. with modifications, students not only enjoy discovering the beauty of the melody but learn the importance of being honest through creative lyrics. They also learn perseverance from the sharing of a wonderful role model, Dr. Connie Wong.” 
About JEMS

JEMS Learning House is an English-speaking, after-school learning community that focuses on Character Education for children up to the age of 12. The vision of JEMS is to see each child become a Junior Excellent Member of Society. JEMS focuses on building character and raising leaders. At JEMS, Character Education is comprised of moral, social and civic education. Their unique curriculum covers three key learning areas that are taught progressively starting with the child’s identity, onto close relationships, and then the community. JEMS’ child-focused curriculum aims to develop a child’s sense of identity, equipping them with strong social skills to build solid relationships, and promoting them with opportunities to serve the community. JEMS believes that education goes beyond knowledge and skill acquisition; education is raising children to be their best, equipping them with strong values to make the right decisions, and preparing them to become great leaders to make a difference in the world. For enquiries: 3188 1516 or www.jems.com.hk.
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