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It is never too early to teach your child proper values and help them build character. While some parents may question about whether their children are able to understand, memorize and perform what they are taught to do, Christine Ma, Founder and Principal of JEMS Learning House, points out that the ability of young children should never be underestimated and lists out Ten Tips of character education suitable for children as young as three years old.

1. To greet people
Parents can demonstrate how to greet people properly by looking them in the eye and address them politely, and encourage the children to do so.

2. To have manners

Children should learn to say “please” and “thank” you when they ask for something or receive help from others. To help them build the habit, parents should require their children to say “please” and “thank you” before giving the things they want.
3. To tidy up
Even three-year-olds can manage to complete simple tasks such as tidying up. Parents can start by asking their children to clean up after playing and using things without asking for help. If the children refuse to do so, parents may reduce their play time unless they are willing to tidy up.
4. To be responsible

Let the child understand that it is his/her responsibility to pack and carry his/her school bags and to put on his/her own shoes. Parents should give them opportunities to experience. Even if they fail to do it properly, they can learn from trial and error.

5. To have perseverance
To enhance the Adversity Quotient (AQ) of their children, parents are asked to stop solving problems for their kids right away but encourage their children to keep trying even though they think it is difficult. Praise the children for their effort – it will motivate them to try even harder.

6. To help and care for others

Compassion for others is one very important element that will contribute not only to oneself and others, but the whole society. Teach children from a young age to observe other people’s needs and offer help whenever possible. The children will soon understand the happiness of helping others, even by just moving a chair or passing a piece of tissue paper.

7. To be patient

Waiting is difficult, but children have to learn to be patient. Parents can start from home education, for example, by teaching their children that they have to wait for their turn when they want to play toys.
8. To listen and to follow 
Children should learn to listen and follow rules. The rules should be simple yet straightforward and parents should explain them to their children clearly. 
9. To be independent
Offer your children opportunities and sufficient time to do things by themselves. They have the ability to be independent, such as going to the toilet and washing their hands. 

10. To share with others

Sharing is one of the most important elements in character education. A shared happiness, no matter feelings or things, is a double happiness. 
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Christine Ma, Founder and Principal of JEMS Learning House, says, “To instill confidence, to give responsibility, to encourage perseverance, to teach manners and to develop compassion equip children with values and character education should be started at a young age. Do not underestimate your child. There is a lot he/she can do, even before going to kindergarten. The most effective way to train a child is to be your child’s role model.”
About JEMS
JEMS Learning House is an English-speaking, after-school learning community that focuses on Character Education for children up to the age of 12. The vision of JEMS is to see each child become a Junior Excellent Member of Society. JEMS focuses on building character and raising leaders. At JEMS, Character Education comprises of moral, social and civic education. Their unique curriculum covers three key learning areas that are taught progressively starting with the child’s Identity, onto close Relationships, and then the Community. JEMS’s child-focused curriculum aims to develop a child’s sense of identity, equipping them with strong social skills to build solid relationships, and promoting greater communal exposure. JEMS believes that education goes beyond knowledge and skills acquisition, education is developing children to be their personal best, equipping them with strong values to make the right decisions, and preparing them to become great leaders to make a difference in the world. 

About Junior JEMS course
Target: 3-5 years of age

Course outline:

9/2012
“I am special in…”

2/2013
“I am a good friend…”

10/2012
“I am responsible for…”
3/2013
“My family is special because…”

11/2012
“I keep trying in…”

4/2013
“I am a team player…”



12/2012
“I am thankful for…”
5/2013
“I care for others…”

1/2013
“I have manners…”

6/2013
“I like to help…”
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