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16th July, 2012
Phonics – the first step to English reading

“Even three-year-olds can read story books all by themselves.”
 
“Children who have received training in phonics are more able to pronounce and spell English words with ease.”
 
“Learning phonics helps children enjoy reading and hence improves their ability to speak fluent English.”
 
For decades, phonics has been widely recognized as a toddler’s first step to reading English. By learning the relationships between consonant and vowel sounds, children can pronounce and recognize difficult English words just by looking at their spelling and relating the sounds. Being able to read all the words in a book, children can easily develop a habit of reading and discover the vast delight in learning English. While phonics can train children to pronounce English words correctly by simply looking at the order of letters in a word, it can also facilitate them in spelling lengthy English words simply by listening to their pronunciation. The latter skill is especially helpful to children with their dictations at school.
Phonics has been venerated by parents and recommended by linguistics and education professionals over the years. In the education systems of the United Kingdom and Australia, phonics is even the adopted method of teaching reading in English. To enhance children’s learning of phonics, Miss Cecilia Chan, a celebrated expert in English Education with more than 20 years of experience in teaching, has recently published a series of five phonic books, namely “My Phonic Books”. Consisting of concise and solid teaching materials, “My Phonic Books” teach young children phonics step by step through listening, reading, writing, exercises and quizzes. Every “My Phonic Book” comes with an interactive DVD, which guides children to complete phonics lessons through fun activities all by themselves without guidance of parents or teachers.
The author, Miss Cecilia Chan, is an experienced and well-known English educator. Passionate and experienced in teaching English, Miss Chan has taught students from over 30 schools in Hong Kong, including Marymount Primary School, Marymount Secondary School, Diocesans Boys School, Diocesans Girls School, St. Paul’s Co-educational College, St. Paul’s Co-educational College Primary School, St. Paul’s College, St. Joseph College, Pun U Wah Yan Primary School, Belilios Public School, St. Claire’s Primary School and other international schools. Many of Miss Chan’s students have won prizes in Solo Verse Speaking, Prose Reading and Public Speaking at the Hong Kong Schools Speech Festivals and other interschool open speech contests. Driven by her passion in promoting English learning, Miss Chan has launched the Bravo Learning Series “My Phonic Books”, as an effective tool to foster a love of English reading and learning in children. 
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