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A Speedy Guide on Tenses for Lazy Students
The latest creation of experienced expert in English education Miss Cecilia Chan
Your most practical, comprehensive and must-have tense guide
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“What is the difference between ‘I’m loving it’ and ‘I love it?’”
“How can we distinguish between the Present Perfect Tense and Past Perfect Tense?”
“Is the ‘Past Perfect Continuous Tense’ completed in the past?”
“Are there formulas to follow?”
The long-awaited study guide for verb tenses is here! A Speedy Guide on Tenses for Lazy Students is going to enlighten you and your child. The usage of tense is compulsory in nearly all English examination papers. While more and more types of tenses are learnt, it is inevitable that a lot of students will get confused, and in turn, view it as a daunting task. Well-known English educator Miss Cecilia Chan assures, there are actually some formulas that can be followed when practising tenses which would enable students to have a clearer understanding about when to use a specific tense and help them apply it with ease. This establishes the most solid foundation in English and is very useful when it comes to examinations, quizzes and exercises. 
With over 25 years of teaching experience, Miss Chan recognizes the sense of helplessness that many students encounter before examinations, especially regarding verb tense. Thus, she has written A Speedy Guide on Tenses for Lazy Students which provides simple and easy-to-understand examples for upper primary and secondary school students in preparation for the most amount of academic assessments. Not only will they learn how to get the tenses 100% correct, they also gain confidence in composing grammatically correct sentences and in time, writing fluent compositions and essays.
The book is mainly divided into three parts: the present tenses, the past tenses and the future tenses; covering the 11 most common tenses. After every chapter, there are exercises for students to practise the tense learnt. The quizzes that follow help them consolidate the use of “Hint Words” to identify the correct tenses in completing a passage. Students are then encouraged to do the 20 final revision exercises (including proofreading tests) to check their understanding of the use of different tenses in a variety of contexts. As a gift, enclosed is a set of “quick revision cards” that serve as an effective revision tool for tenses before English tests and examinations. With the confidence gained in using tenses, students will feel the renewed energy and enthusiasm in them when they find writing good English a much easier task, if not, a joy and pleasure! 
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He/She/It/l/We/You/They had + done
=He/She/lt/l/We/You/They had done

He/She/It/l/We/You/They had + had
= He/She/It/l/We/You/They had had

The Past Perfect Tense of a verb is used:

1. to show the Relationship of Two Past Actions or happenings in
which one had occurred before the second one took place
When Two Past Actions are used to describe an incident:
the First Action (1) is written in the Past Perfect Tense while
the Second Action (2)is written in the Past Tense

] @
* After Peter had had his dinner, he went for a movie.
@ 0]
* When he came back home, all the guests had left.
@ U]
“ Before Susan became an artist she had been ateacher.

. to show that an Action Had Occurred or something had taken

place By a Certain Period of Timein the Past
* By the time he arrived at the hall, the concert had begun.

* By the end of 2012, our school had raised enough fund for
building the new basketball court.

* It was already midnight but Sam had not returned home yet.

. to show the Cause and Effect of an Action

* Although she had tried her best, she didn't win a prize.
* He had applied for many jobs but got one reply only.

* John was punished by the teacher becausefor he had forgotten
todo his homework.

. to express a Desire or Wish that Had Not Been Realised or Come

True in the Past

* Alice wished that her father had shown more love for her during
childhood.

* It was an unforgettable experience that | had never encountered
before.
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5. tochangea Direct Speech ntoan Indirect Speech/a Reported Speech
*Direct Speech  :  Nicole said, | have done it/
Indirect Speech :  Nicole said that she had done it.

*Direct Speech  :  Janesaid, | have crashed the car
Indirect Speech :  Jane said that she had crashed the car.

Questions and Short Answers

1. Had he completed the whole test before he handed in the paper?
Yes, he had.
No, he hadn't.

2. Had the party started when Marilyn arrived last night?
Yes, it had.
No, it hadn't.

Hint Words for the Past Perfect Tense:

®
-after
-although used to bring out the First Action (1)
-asif (in the Past Perfect Tense)
-once

M (2)
* After Tim had finished his homework, he played computer
games.

U] @
* Although Henry had apologised, his friend did not forgive him.
V)] (1))
* He talked as if he had been there.

2 m
* She looked for a job once she had graduated from university.

®)
- before j— used to bring out the Second Action (2)
- bythetime (in the Past Tense)
@ (1)
* Before Natalie took the test, she had revised thoroughly.

@ 1)
* By the time the ambulance arrived, the driver had died.





The author, Miss Cecilia Chan, is a well-known English educator. Passionate and experienced in teaching English, Miss Chan has taught students from over 30 schools in Hong Kong, including Marymount Primary School, Marymount Secondary School, Diocesans Boys School, Diocesans Girls School, St. Paul’s Co-educational College, St. Paul’s College, St. Paul’s Convent School (Primary Section), St. Paul’s Convent School (Secondary Section), Pun U Association Wah Yan Primary School and other international schools. Many of Miss Chan’s students have won championships and prizes in English Solo Verse Speaking, Prose Reading, Public Speaking and Dramatic Duologue at the Hong Kong Schools Speech Festivals and other interschool open speech contests.
Driven by her passion in promoting English learning, Miss Chan launched the Bravo Learning Series “My 1st to 5th Phonic Books” in 2012 and “A Speedy Guide on Tenses for Lazy Students” in 2013, as effective tools to foster a love of English reading and learning in young children, primary and secondary school students.
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