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Press Release (For immediate release) 
          

 　　　       　25th October 2012

Ekin Cheng and Louisa So put best foot forward in support of new Plan campaign 

for the “Walk for Children” at Ocean Park
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Since assuming the role of Plan Ambassadors, renowned entertainment artists Ekin Cheng and Louisa So have been tremendously supportive of Plan International Hong Kong. Not content to simply be child sponsors, they have also visited their sponsored children in Cambodia in order to gain first-hand experience of their living and learning environments. 

Following the success of the inaugural Plan International “Walk for Children” in 2012 organised by Plan International Hong Kong, the organisation has decided to join hands with Ocean Park once more, presenting the next “Walk for Children” on the 17th of March 2013. Ekin and Louisa have again had no hesitation in playing their part in Plan’s campaign for the event.  With the help of students from Tsuen Wan Trade Association Chu Cheong Kindergarten they have participated in a promotional photoshoot and a video, which will be used to encourage as much public support as possible.
The funds raised through the “Walk for Children” in 2013 will go to support a Plan education programme in JinPing County, Yunnan Province, Southwest China. This project will increase accessibility to and the quality of early childhood education services for pre-school children, and will include school block construction, equipment upgrades and teacher training. 

Plan Ambassador Ekin Cheng said, “By participating in Plan’s ‘Walk for Children’, you will set the feet of many young, ethnic minority children from JinPing County, Yunnan Province in China on the path to a better future. Currently, only 15% of children aged 3-6 years have access to pre-school education in JinPing County. Quality pre-school education is crucial to providing a better future as it prepares children to integrate smoothly into primary school, and to be able to make the most of the next level of education. How can you not support such a meaningful activity?”

The route of the Walk begins at the new entry plaza of Ocean Park – Ocean Square, passing various new attractions launched recently in the Park such as the Grand Aquarium, Aqua City Lagoon, Sichuan Treasures, Old Hong Kong, Polar Adventure, Thrill Mountain and The Rainforest, with Whiskers Theatre being the end destination. There will be awards for teams with most members: teams composed of 30 or more members will be awarded with the Highest Participation Team Awards; teams composed of the most members will be awarded with the Gold Award with a Commemorative Certificate. 

Participants are also welcome to design their outfits on “ocean” or “kids” related themes to compete for the Best Dressed Awards for the top three outstanding teams. The Best Dressed Award captured the imagination of participants last year with costumes in different kinds of fun outfits such as self-designed handmade tees for the whole family, an octopus look, a submarine crew, etc.  It is hoped that there will be more teams competing for the best dressed titles this year, adding colour and excitement to the event.

The event is now open for enrolment and the deadline is 20th February 2013. Participants may stay in Ocean Park for the rest of the day, enabling them to enjoy the park’s attractions with family and friends. Please visit the website of “Walk for Children” https://ssl.comm01.com/plan/ for more details or call 3583 3100 for enrolment and enquiries.
Plan Ambassador Louisa So, said, “Without this effort, many children from JinPing County, Yunnan Province in China will drop out of primary school within the first two years and be doomed to repeat the cycle of poverty that challenges their parents. One small step in Hong Kong equals a giant leap in JinPing County. Take the chance to put your best foot forward and support the ‘Walk for Children’ 2013. We look forward to seeing you at the ‘Walk for Children’ organised by Plan Hong Kong. We need you to help us light up the lives of these needy children!” 

About Plan International Walk for Children

The public is invited to give their support to deprived children in JinPing County, Yunnan Province, Southwest China by participating in the Plan International Hong Kong “Walk for Children” to be held in Hong Kong on March 17 2013. The minimum donation for participants will be HK$350 for age 3-11 and HK$450 for age 12 or above.  Included in the entry fee is an all-day admission ticket to Ocean Park, following completion of the Walk.  All people are welcome. There will be awards for the overall Champion by number of entrants.  Participants are also encouraged to design their outfits with "ocean" or "kids" related themes. The top three outstanding and creative teams will be awarded the Best Dressed Awards. Please visit the website of “Walk for Children” https://ssl.comm01.com/plan/ for making an online enrolment or to download the application form. Please submit the completed form together with cheques for the minimum donation and sponsorship funds. For participants who submit the donation by bank transfer, please fax, email or mail the bank-in slip together with the form to the event organiser at the address below: Seedland International Limited, Unit B, 25th Floor, Gee Chang Hong Centre, 65 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Hong Kong. Enquiries: 3583 3100; Email: plan@seedland.hk.

About Plan International

Established in 1937, Plan International is one of the world’s leading development organisations, specifically focused on children. Headquartered in the UK, Plan supports more than 1.5 million children and their families and indirectly supports a further 9 million people who live in communities that are working with Plan. Plan works in 50 developing countries across Africa, Asia and the Americas, supported by fundraising offices in 21 countries. The organisation’s programmes concentrate on making real, positive and lasting improvements to quality of life in the areas of education, health, environment and livelihood, and on helping children to realise their full potential in societies that respect their rights and dignity.

About Ocean Park

Ocean Park is Hong Kong’s unique home grown theme park with a heritage of delivering family fun and fond memories. Since its opening in January 1977 as a non-profit organisation, Ocean Park has developed itself to be a world-class attraction connecting people with nature, and recognised for its animal husbandry, research and relationship with the community. Over 110 million people have visited Hong Kong's premier park since its inception, and Ocean Park has remained committed to offering adults and children experiences that blend entertainment with education and conservation. Part of the proceeds from Ocean Park admission tickets and some retail items will go to Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong to support its wildlife conservation projects.

Ocean Park – Giving Back to the Community

As Hong Kong’s People’s Park, Ocean Park has launched different community initiatives to enable Hong Kong people from all walks of life to enjoy the Park’s offerings. These initiatives include 1) concessionary admission for Hong Kong residents on their birthdays, Hong Kong residents aged 65 years and above, and holders of Registration Card for People with Disabilities; and 2) sponsored admission to individuals and members of families receiving assistance from the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme (CSSA), and Social Welfare Department member organisations. The Park also gives donation-in-kind to charitable organisations, offers special rates for school tours, and spearheads many other community caring projects. During the fiscal year of 2010-2011, Ocean Park maintained a total of 13 social care programmes, with over 450,000 beneficiaries and an aggregate value to the community equivalent to HK$110 million.
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