[image: image1.jpg]



Press Release (For Immediate Release)               30th September 2013
“Donate a Pencil Campaign” to help support underprivileged girls
in China and Ghana 
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A pencil – probably insignificant to most of us. Yet it means so much more to underprivileged girls in developing countries. It may seem a humble gift but it provides a basic aid to learning that can change their destiny. Plan Hong Kong calls for your participation in the “Because I am a Girl (BIAAG) – Donate a Pencil Campaign”, running from 21st to 31st October 2013, in support of the “International Day of the Girl Child (Day of the Girl)”,.

The United Nations declared 11th October as the Day of the Girl in 2012. On or near to this special day, different kinds of events will be held across the world to increase awareness of the gender-based discrimination faced by girls worldwide that leads to violence and trafficking among other abuses. 
The theme for the Day of the Girl in 2013 is “Innovating Girls’ Education”. To mark the theme, Plan Hong Kong has specially organised the “BIAAG – Donate a Pencil Campaign” with the dual purpose of providing the most basic tool in education for underprivileged girls in China and Ghana and to draw the public’s attention to girls’ rights and the unique challenges girls face around the world. 
A big pencil case will be set up at Ground Floor, Office Lobby of The Lee Gardens, 33 Hysan Avenue, Causeway Bay, to collect new pencils donated by the public. The pencils will be sent to disadvantaged girls in the designated countries before this coming Christmas.

Mr. James Murray, Chief Executive Officer of Plan Hong Kong, said, “Plan has been donating teaching and schooling materials to needy children for many years and is aware of the impact such donations have on the beneficiaries. It is hard to convey just how much the support of a concerned public translates into hope for a brighter future for these children who are so eager to learn. Our ‘BIAAG – Donate a Pencil Campaign’ is a special opportunity for all of us to contribute to that future for girls in China and Ghana who find themselves in challenging circumstances.” 
Taking a critical look at the girls’ education, the sixth report in Plan’s annual State of the World’s Girls series shows that across the world poverty and discrimination continue to have a detrimental effect on girls’ attendance in school. In many families, a daughter’s domestic and reproductive role takes precedence over her right to education. Violence in schools, early marriage, pregnancy and housework continue to constitute significant barriers to girls’ education. It is obvious that supporting BIAAG campaign does not permit of any delay. Plan believes that only when all girls, however poor, isolated or disadvantaged, are able to attend school on a regular basis will they be well-equipped for a better life.

About Plan Hong Kong “Because I am a Girl – Donate a Pencil Campaign”
In 2010, Plan International Hong Kong launched the Because I am a Girl (BIAAG) campaign, inviting a number of leading Hong Kong business women in town to be BIAAG Ambassadors including Mrs. Christine Liao, JP, Arts Educator (Ballet); Ms. Christine Ma, founder and principal of JEMS Learning House; Ms. Alice Mak, the creator of popular cartoon characters McMug and McDull; Dr. Connie Wong, “The Pianist with Three Fingers” and winner of the 2010 Ten Outstanding Young Persons Award; Ms. Olivia Yan, artistic director of O Theatre Workshop; Ms. Cindy Yeung, managing director of Emperor Watch and Jewellery; Ms. Betty Yuen, vice chairman of CLP Power Hong Kong Limited; Ms. Lisa Cheng, renowned athlete; and Ms. Charlene Tse, renowned culinary artist. Different events has been held to support BIAAG in successive the years, namely the BIAAG Photo competition, BIAAG Charity Show, “Love.Mothers” “Love.Girls” campaign as well as the “Raise Your Hand” (RYH) campaign. The “BIAAG – Donate a Pencil Campaign” is the latest in the series of initiatives to support BIAAG. 
About Plan Because I am a Girl Global Campaign
Because I am a Girl (BIAAG) is Plan’s global campaign to fight age and gender inequality, to protect and promote girls' rights, and lift millions out of poverty. Besides raising public awareness, BIAAG also raises funds in support of the improvement of education and vocational skills, provision of counseling services and microfinance loans, and other community projects benefiting and empowering girls and women in China, Nepal, Pakistan and Ghana to help them reach their full potential. More information about Plan International, BIAAG, and about how to make a donation in support of the organisation’s BIAAG initiatives, can be found at www.BecauseIamaGirl.org.hk.
About Plan International

Established in 1937, Plan International is one of the world’s leading development organisations, specifically focused on children. Headquartered in the UK, Plan supports more than 1.5 million children and their families and indirectly supports a further 9 million people who live in communities that are working with Plan. Plan works in 50 developing countries across Africa, Asia and the Americas, supported by fundraising offices in 21 countries. The organisation’s programmes concentrate on making real, positive and lasting improvements to quality of life in the areas of education, health, environment and livelihood, and on helping children to realise their full potential in societies that respect their rights and dignity.
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Contact person of Plan International Hong Kong: Ms Wendy Tsui, Director, Marketing & Communications (3405 5316)
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